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Iran to suspend the enrichment and reproc-
essing of uranium. His efforts to promote the 
cause of peace in Darfur resulted in a peace-
keeping commitment by the United Nations. 
He made the case for United Nations reform 
because he cares about the institution and 
wants it to become more credible and effec-
tive. 

I am deeply disappointed that a handful 
of United States Senators prevented Ambas-
sador Bolton from receiving the up-or-down 
vote he deserved in the Senate. They chose 
to obstruct his confirmation, even though he 
enjoys majority support in the Senate and 
even though their tactics will disrupt our dip-
lomatic work at a sensitive and important 
time. This stubborn obstructionism ill serves 
our country and discourages men and women 
of talent from serving their Nation. 

I thank John Bolton for the dedication and 
skill with which he performed his duties, and 
his wife, Gretchen, and daughter, Jennifer 
Sarah, for their support as Ambassador 
Bolton served his country. All Americans owe 
John Bolton their gratitude for a job well 
done. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
made available Ambassador Bolton’s letter of res-
ignation. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of Defense-Designate 
Robert M. Gates 
December 5, 2006 

The President. Good morning. I just had 
a breakfast with my nominee to be the Sec-
retary of Defense, Bob Gates. Bob Gates will 
be a fine Secretary of Defense. I appreciate 
the fact that he’s getting a hearing today in 
the United States Senate. I hope for a speedy 
confirmation so he can get sworn in and get 
to work. 

Those who wear the uniform know they’ll 
have a friend in Bob Gates in the Defense 
Department. He admires our military; he re-
spects those who have volunteered to serve 
our country. He’s going to do an excellent 
job for us. 

Again, Bob, I thank you for agreeing to 
serve. 

Robert M. Gates. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you very much. 

The President. Best of luck up there on 
Capitol Hill. Good luck to you. 

Mr. Gates. Thank you. 
The President. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:48 a.m. in the 
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House. 

Executive Order 13416— 
Strengthening Surface 
Transportation Security 
December 5, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to strengthen 
the security of the Nation’s surface transpor-
tation systems and thereby enhance the pro-
tection of the people, property, and territory 
of the United States of America against ter-
rorist attacks, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The security of our Na-
tion’s surface transportation systems is a na-
tional priority, vital to our economy, and es-
sential to the security of our Nation. Federal, 
State, local, and tribal governments, the pri-
vate sector, and the public share responsi-
bility for the security of surface transpor-
tation. It is the policy of the United States 
to protect the people, property, and territory 
of the United States by facilitating the imple-
mentation of a comprehensive, coordinated, 
and efficient security program to protect sur-
face transportation systems within and adja-
cent to the United States against terrorist at-
tacks. 

Sec. 2. Definitions. For purposes of this 
order: 

(a) ‘‘agencies’’ means those executive de-
partments enumerated in 5 U.S.C. 101, inde-
pendent establishments as defined by 5 
U.S.C. 104(1), government corporations as 
defined by 5 U.S.C. 103(1), and the United 
States Postal Service; 

(b) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of 
Homeland Security; 

(c) ‘‘security guideline’’ means any secu-
rity-related guidance that the Secretary rec-
ommends, for implementation on a voluntary 
basis, to enhance the security of surface 
transportation; 
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